
Comproinise urged on Exide
• State Ren Dante Santoni - controversial issues surrounding LEAD that opposes Exide's plan to
T̂  rt« f f Exide C01?. operations in Laurel- treat about 60,000 tons of lead-
tir. oners to act as a dale and Muhlenberg Township, tainted material from a Superfund
mediator in the controversy Santoni, a freshman Democrat site in Tilden Township at its Laurel-
over the company's plan to from Muhlenberg, made the pitch at dale/Muhlenberg facilities.,
treat lead-tainted material. Suhienbere ̂difsSoofbv̂ tate The **** ** has ̂  ̂Sf̂ S? rnKui!?. iSJSSa of E*"16'8 approach toward cleaning
By Carl W. Brown Jr. ,,, -, -gtjTSAS**••' ̂M : up lead̂ ontanunated soil around, its
•*•"»"• ;.•.•-.....'..," -'̂ XĴ ^

State Rep. Dante Santoni Jr. the Local Environmental Awareness
offered Thursday night to help bring . Development Group 'of Berks .
together opposing sides to discuss.., County, a citizens group known as1

-;: ' T ties can't reach an understanding,
-( }, . , Ithen do battle." But he warned

>£^ 'V . -| i that the adversarial approach
Continued Smm Page Bl '• could get expensive, since lawyers
The senator was invited ••!«nj technical experts usually need

because of his involvement in bat- to be hired. -.;• .;• *:i.- -.-v*̂
tling proposed incinerators in -̂;!The senator said groups such
Schuylkill County that would burn ***£*? need t̂ be' organized and
petroleum-contaminated soil. .*..î n*«i.tl_s support of toe commu-

"After Rhoades-offered to set up mty to be successful Group mem-
a meeting among LEAD mem- ^ *&>. should educate them-
.bers, union representatives and. flves.oin legal and technical mat-
Exide corporate officials, Santoni ters« ™ "«. «se,tnat knowledge
stood up and proposed serving as to. «* meaningful questions, he
the intermediary. ':SaM£u "!i ! 'ii. • - '. - .:̂"I will do,everything I can to M̂wades, who jg_ serving his
work this problem out," Santoni m\****.** Au8*3*6 ,le?slatoj'5̂,1 ; , .r r emphasized that the work of a citi-

-,- '̂'it's all yours,". Rhoades ze°s group should not fall on the
. responded with a smile. "Thank -.shoulders of just a few people.
you" : > Instead, he said, all members

Rhoades pointed put that he should share responsibilities.
was not taking sides in the Exide ' '
dispute, mainly because he did not
have the knowledge or expertise
on the issues to do so. But he
repeatedly stressed several points
during his talk before about 60
people, several who are Exide
employees. r T

. The health and safety of people
should be the overriding concern
of everyone involved, Rhoades
said. He also recommended that
all sides try to reach a compro-
mise, rather than battle each
other. " ' ;

Supporting, the compromise
approach was Gerald F. Wald-
biesser, president of Local 5227 of
the United Steelworkers of Amer-
ica, which represents more than
400 workers at Exide. Waldbiesser
told Rhoades that .he has been
trying to get the opposing sides « p O n O I I O
together to discuss the issues. «"•« O U c I 4 L.
. Rhoades said that if all the par-


